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The four seasons in a 
special  city

A celebration in drawings

TIM BAYNES 



©
 tim

baynesart.co.uk

I hope you enjoy this small book.
You can find others on my website using this link http://www.
timbaynesart.co.uk/free-stuff.html

If you have an idea for a mini book of my drawings please 
email me at tim@timbaynes.co.uk Your idea may be a favour-
ite place you have visited, chances are I might have been 
there too and made drawings so we can create a mini book

A special thank you to three friends all of whom provided ide-
as and feedback as this book was being developed 
Jennifer Soffe, Nick Burcher 
and also my friend and colleague in Tokyo, Yoshie Iwanami 

Links for you
Website http://www.timbaynesart.co.uk

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/tim.baynes2
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/timbaynes/
LinkedIn https://uk.linkedin.com/in/tbaynes
Twitter https://twitter.com/Tim_Baynes
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Between 
2004 and 
2013 I visited 
Tokyo several 
times. 
Each trip 
was a 
wonderful 
experience. 
Each visit 
inspired me 
to draw and 
write. 
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In Shinjuku district, staying at the Century Hyatt close to the busiest train station in the world (Shinjuku 
Station), and the Tokyo Metropolitan Government Building.
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I sneaked in a half-day holiday and visited Shin-
juku Gyoen National Garden The gardens are a 
favourite at the cherry-blossom time.
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There were large crowds; maybe because of its proximity to Shinjuku ni-chome, Tokyo’s best-known gay 
village. Aapparently mass cherry-blossom viewing parties are organised in the park by local gay bars.
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A stunningly beautiful place set on a steep wooded 
hillside and in places very peaceful. Autumn was just 
colouring the trees that nestle up against the shrines and 
temples. 
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Shinkyo Bridge is at the foot of this sacred area containing more temples and shrines than you can 
shake a Samurai sword at.  I paid £2.44 to cross.  Originally only the Shogun and the Emperor or 
members of his retinue were allowed to cross the bridge. 
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Nikko has been a 
centre of Shinto 

and Buddhist 
mountain worship 

for centuries, 
here are mountains 
landscapes, lakes, 

waterfalls, hot 
springs, and wild 

monkeys. 
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I look down from room 2816 and see Shinagawa Station all laid before me as if it was my own personal train 
set. Red trains, lines of green trains and blue come and go through Japan’s sixth busiest station. They were 
all set out and ready for me to play.
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Life and People
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Tokyo never fails to fascinate. The long train ride out from the 
airport gently eases you into a city of 13 million people. The journey 
in also reminds of you of the brilliance of the Japanese railway 
system. 
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My friend Katsu-san took me to MARIFUKU, a Kyoto-style 
Japanese restaurant. 
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During an enjoyable 
evening, I watched 
her flit around her 
restaurant, engaging 
guests celebrating a 
birthday, conferring 

with two other 
customers. This lady's 

self-possession was 
delightful. We share 

books; Ebina-san lets 
me leaf through her 
album from Geisha 

School (two pictures 
featured her) and in 

return I pass my 
Moleskine across the 
restaurant's counter.
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Tim Baynes 

Tim is enchanted and inspired by the landscape, colours and 
people in and around Toyko. 

He studied at Colchester School of Art, the Slade School of 
Fine Art and Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design.

Tim works in oils, acrylics as well as watercolours capturing 
the land, sea and shoreline, Private collectors in Britain, 
America, Australia, Italy and France have acquired his work.

Always drawing, Tim fills Moleskine sketchbooks whenever 
he travels.  He has amassed a collection of over 1300 
drawings of 25 places across the world. These drawings are 
featured in a weekly travel blog ‘ Passport’ on the BBC.com 
website where 50 million people have access to his work. 
As a result of his collaboration with the BBC Tim’s work is 
featured in Wanderlust magazine and major newspapers in 
America and the Far East.

As a print maker he has exhibited several times in The Circus 
Gallery in Marylebone, London.
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